STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

•

Office of the Governor

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 1465
WHEREAS, on March 14, 2020, pursuant to the Constitution of the State of Mississippi and Miss. Code
Ann. § 33-15-1l(b)(l7), I issued a Proclamation declaring that a State ofEmergency exists in the State of
Mississippi as a result of the outbreak of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, the United States Department of Health and Human Services
Secretary Alex Azar declared a public health emergency for COVID-19 beginning on January 27, 2020,
on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization characterized COVID-19 as a pandemic, and on March
13, 2020, the President of the United States declared a nationwide state of emergency due to the
coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic; and
WHEREAS, the worldwide outbreak ofCOVID-19 and the effects ofits extreme risk ofperson-to-person
transmission throughout the United States and Mississippi significantly impact the life and health of our
people, as well as the economy of Mississippi; and
WHEREAS, the risk of spread ofCOVID-19 within Mississippi constitutes a public emergency that may
result in substantial injury or harm to life, health, and property within Mississippi; and
WHEREAS, on March 26, 2020, the State Department of Health announced new and expanded
measures to increase testing and data analysis to identify regions and localities that are at higher risk for
transmission of COVID-19 and to provide more location-specific restrictions and limitation of
movement and social interaction to combat the virus in those regions and localities; and
WHEREAS, Lauderdale County has been identified as a region that is at higher risk for transmission of
COVID-19; accordingly, as an additional measure to disrupt the spread of the COVID-19 virus within
Lauderdale County, individuals residing there will need to temporarily remain in their home or place of
residence and certain businesses and public amenities in need to be temporarily closed to the public.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Tate Reeves, Governor of the State of Mississippi, by the authority vested in
me by the Constitution and laws of the State ofMississippi, do hereby order and direct as follows:
I.

Shelter in Place
a. Duration: This Shelter in Place shall be effective 10:00 p.m. March 31, 2020, and shall
remain in full force and effect until 11 :59 p.m. April 14, 2020, unless rescinded, modified
or extended.
b. Shelter in Place:
i. Pursuant to the Mississippi Emergency Management Act including but not limited
to Miss. Code. Ann. §§ 33-15-1l(b)(l), 33-15-ll(b)(4), 33-15-ll(b)(6), 33-151l(c)(l), 33-15- l l (c)(4) & 33-15-31, with exceptions described herein, all
individuals currently living in Lauderdale County are ordered to stay at home or in
their place ofresidence except as allowed in this Executive Order
11. For individuals whose residences are unsafe or become unsafe (for example,
because of domestic violence, lack of sanitation or utilities) they may, and are
encouraged to, seek alternate locations. Local law enforcement and other officials
shall assist such individuals to secure such alternative locations.
111. Individuals using outdoor space when outside their homes or residences at all times
shall maintain social distancing of a minimum of 6 ft. distance between each
individual and shall avoid gatherings in groups ofmore than 10 people.
1v. For purposes of this Executive Order the terms "home" and "residence" include
single family homes, hotels, rental units, shelters, mobile home parks, and similar
facilities used as an individual's principal dwelling.
c. Evictions Suspended: Pursuant to Miss. Code. Ann. §§ 33-15-1l(c)(l) and 33-1511(c)(4), evictions within Lauderdale County are suspended, and all state, county and
local law enforcement officers in Lauderdale County are directed to cease enforcement of
orders of eviction for residential premises during this Shelter in Place Order. No
provision contained within this Executive Order shall be construed as relieving any

